[Review of] Michael D\u27Innocenzo and Joseph P. Sirefman. Immigration and Ethnicity, American Society -  Melting Pot  or  Salad Bowl? by Mitchell, Daniel
Explora tions in Sights and Sounds 
of ew York to the urban centers of ew Mexico, whites find 
themselves spending large sums of money in reservation bingo 
parlors [and casino gambl ing establ i shm ents, H PJ "  (24) .  F ina l ly,  th is  
book provides unique h istor ical  information about tradit ional  games 
of ski l l  which may serve as  an i m portant cultural  resource for n at ive 
groups engaged in  rebui ld ing their  com mun ities .  Accordingly, it i s  
with pleasure that I reco m m end th i s  new/old book for continued 
read ing and learning.  
Hara ld  E .L .  Prin s  
Kansas State Unive rs ity 
Michael D ' I nnocenzo and Josef P .  Sirefman.  Immigra tion and 
Ethnicity, American Society-"Melting Pot "  or "Salad Bowl?". 
(Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing, 1 992) 360 pp. ,  $45 .00. 
"Salad Bowl " best describes the American I m m igration expe­
rience, as the editors of th i s  vo l u m e  aptly picture i t .  Like a sa lad bar, 
this  volume offers a var iety of art ic les  for academics and the general  
public to pick and choose, i f  i n terest in  i m m igration concerns them 
in the least .  Overal l ,  th is  book is  divided in to three m a jor  sections ,  
with a theme underlying each divis ion of essays and research pieces .  
The offeri ngs i nclude:  a se lect study of ethnic m inorit ies and their  
hi story with varieties of socia l -cul t u ra l  experiences of ethnic  groups;  
a look at the im pact of eth n i c  cha l lenges  to the United States; a focus  
on the in flow of new m igrants  i nto the country, with d iscussions of 
government policy m atters at  both Federal  and State levels;  and 
arguments over ass i m i l at ion/acculturat ion .  Also included is  a brief 
index, plus short profi les  o f  contr ibuting writers . Each art ic le pro­
vides updated current l i terature on m igration he lpful  as  resource 
information. 
This vol ume convey c l ear  evidence that  American i m migra­
tion never melted together  with assi m i l ation the outco m e, but 
suggests that cultura l  p lura l i sm is  at work, covering three generations 
of immigrants com ing into the cou ntry as dist inct ethnic groups .  
Moreover, studies indicate even European i m m igrants st i l l  m ainta in  
an identity after years of res idence ( i .  e . ,  Dutch and  Swedes, etc ) .  
Addit ional ly, cohesion o f  e t h n i c  groups is  m ainta ined n o t  on ly  by 
racial identity, but pol it ical ,  com mu n i ty, rel igious, and  symbol ic  t ies .  
However, in  th i s  ec lect ic  essay presentat ion,  several other 
dimensions of the imm igration/ethn icity i ssue tend to be ignored or  
briefly mentioned i n  passing,  such as :  a m a lgamation and  structured 
inequa l i ty and exterm inat ion,  s i n ce they a re patterns of race and 
ethn icity relations,  l i n ked to ass i m i l at ion and p lura l i s m .  Also ,  the  
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imm igration experience should recognize the real ity of  nat iv ism and 
xenophobia felt by newcomers and often treated with f ar by the old­
t imer res ident groups ,  who see thei r  establ i shed order and l i festyle 
disru pted by outs iders .  In sum,  the volume tends to overemphas ize 
the pos it ive s i tuat ion without in troducing more negat ive variables 
that are part of the American i m m igrat ion h i story and experiences.  
Daniel  Mi tchell  
i l ver C i ty, ew Mex ico 
Douglas H e n ry Daniels .  Pioneer Urbanites: A Social and Cultural  
History of Black San Fra ncisco. (Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1 990) 228 pp.,  $ 1 3 .00 paper.  
Pioneer Urbanites focuses on the qua l i ty of l i fe and urban 
identity of B lack res idents  of t h e  San Francisco Bay area from 1 850 to 
World War I I .  The  author has organized the book topical ly ,  rather 
than chronologica l l y .  Because Danie l s  has chosen this orga nizat ion,  
the reader has  to keep h i storical chronology constan t ly in  m i nd whi le 
reading i n  order to  avoid confus ion .  
Us ing pr im ary sources extremely wel l ,  Danie l s  argues that ,  
a lthough i n  the  n i n eteenth century Bl acks were d i scouraged to 
migrate to the  c i t ies  of the  West  becau e of  the racism of  capital ists ,  
unions,  and whi te  c i ty d wel lers ,  San Francisco had com plex and 
cultura l ly  d iverse ne ighborhoods which,  in  many ways, freed these 
areas from racia l  oppressio n .  Such freedom enabled Bl ack San 
Franciscans to have a rich soc ia l  l i fe and cul tural heritage.  M usic and 
dance, coupled with San Francisco's l iberal att i tudes toward publ ic  
pleasures, caused B lacks l iv ing there to be prom inent in  vaudevi l le,  
minstrel  s hows, and all  other areas of  the enterta inment  industry 
without encounter ing overwhelm i ng pre j udice and d i scri m i nat ion.  
The ear ly twent ieth-century brought about more rac ism and 
separatis m ,  but the sh i p  bui lding industry du ring World War I I  broke 
down many of  these barr iers and encouraged Black m igration to the 
city. The gains older residents  and m igrants m ad e  dur ing the war 
suggested the i r  potent ia l  progress in  a non-racist ,  peacet ime society. 
In  either s i tuat ion,  the San Francisco experience d i ffe red from the 
typical  m id-twent ieth-century preconceptions of eastern ghettos,  
suggest ing either a western variant  that i s  unique ,  or a need for closer 
com parison of  older residents and new arrivals in other American 
sports ,  part icu lar ly  basebal l ,  in  the race re lat ions of the city during 
this  t ime period.  Addi t iona l ly,  he  dea l s  with l abor un ions rather 
u n fa i r l y  and too br ie f ly  w i t h ou t  con s i d e r i n g  t h e  d i ffi c u l t  s t ruggl e 
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